Neely, MD. Strong evidence was presented to suppor t herpes simp lex as the etio logy of a major portio n of Bell ' s palsy cases . Professor Erick Peitersen reported that 29% of 1,701 untreated Bell's palsy patients had permanent facial deformity. His study demonstrated that patients who did not begin to recover within seven days had an increasing risk of unpleasant sequelae with increasing time before the onset of recovery. Reports of medica l treatment included unimpressive resu lts. Surgical decompression of the facial nerve withi n the first week of complete para lysis offered the best chance for success, although many participants were unwilling to acce pt the use of surgical treatment. Of special interest was a dinner lecture by G. W. Kreutzberg, a basic scientist from the Max Plank Institute, entitled "Art, Science and the Human Face." He pointed out that the human brain , unlike any other organ ism, has a specific area in the temporal lobe that recognizes a human face and facial expression. He explained why human facial expression is so extremely important, beginning with the first few days of life. Professor Yanagihara organized a superb meeting which covered every area of the facia l nerve, including the value of specific, intensive physical therapy to improve a patient's facia l expression, and an outstanding demonstration of make up techn iques for patients with facia l paralysis. The co nference clearly demonstrated that facial paralysis is a major serio us disability for the patient who has it, and that physicians can and should examine and treat every patient aggressively and early. 
